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Introduction
When secret histories are not known, an enemy stays an enemy. A faceless enemy is the object of anger, frustration with life, and unhappiness. A different culture, faith, and language keep enemies distant, objectionable, and inhuman. Competition looms for earth's resources and benefits. The world grows smaller due to the advanced age of technology. The shrinking globe forces proximity. However, by knowing my enemy's secret history, we need not remain enemies. Knowledge of a portion of an enemy's bereavement and grief may enable tolerance.
Becoming aware of my neighbor's sorrow and suffering will bring him closer on a different level. When natural or man-made disasters strike taking either life or possessions away, survivors are left to mourn their losses and muster enough strength to begin again. People struggle with one another due to secret histories reaching beyond the introduction to this paper.
Peace is hard to come by and troublesome to maintain. This brief study presents strategic and operational principles with case examples to strengthen ties with neighbors in the hope of reducing conflict or preventing the escalation of tensions. The United States military chaplaincy provides the greatest capability for an interagency and coalition government effort engaging religious leaders to achieve strategic peaceful outcomes. It argues for strengthening three programmatic endeavors to introduce and deepen informational diplomatic ties. Longfellow alludes to a secret history where religion has enormous power for potential reconciliation. This is where religious engagement and respectful religious leader liaison (RLL) make a difference. RLL enables engagement across religious divisions. By using other benefits. The policy projection platform discusses the chaplain role in each of the three strategic ways to pursue peace. These three proposals enable the reader to understand the chaplain corps is best suited as an advocate for peace prior to conflict.
CHAPLAIN ROLE
The chaplain has a dual role as religious leader and support staff officer. Chaplains also provide indirect care for soldiers through being -the commander's staff officer, advisor, and consultant on matters pertaining to religious life, morals, and morale as affected by religion.‖ 9 The chaplain advises the commander at the senior strategic level concerning matters of religion affecting the command in the area of conflict. Contact with indigenous religious leaders only occurs upon the commander's strategic plan and approval. Success builds on success as Chaplain Griffin's RLL tenure involved a luncheon held in
Baghdad with no agenda. The simple meal was to thank all the indigenous religious leaders for their dedication to reconciliation continuing to unite the faith groups toward peace and stability 13 in Iraq. The gathering also symbolized the acknowledgement of religion's -soft‖ power equal to and perhaps even greater than the traditional military arsenal of weapons and manpower. The gathering recognized that the -walls‖ that seem to divide religious faiths were invisible when working together for a common peace.
REQUIREMENTS OF LIAISON -Knowledge, Skills and Abilities
Equipped with research for religious reconciliation, Chaplain 
Leadership involvement
Religious liaison occurs often during war or in the aftermath of war. Each has its own purpose to be utilized for unique reasons. During hostilities, it is important to make known the Although the language did not seem to be a show stopper due to available interpreters, Chaplain Griffin cited that some foreign language skills would be helpful. -If not the language of the assigned country, then knowledge of French, Latin, or even German would be great background.‖ 33 Important for the RLL is a trusting relationship with his interpreter. When the language is not known, the chaplain is completely at the mercy of his interpreter. As Chaplain Causey points out, cultural understanding is critical so that the RLL understands every nuance.
The RLL does not want to offend, but wants to be observant of culture and tradition. A trusting relationship with the cultural advisor/interpreter is crucial for this work.
Operational Liaison
Currently in Iraq, RLL is ongoing with meetings weekly under the direction of United States Could this also be of the old adage that if it is not considered or brought up, it will go away?
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Finally, could this be just another arrogant ploy of the United States' mindset to cajole the rest of the world to be more -like United States‖?
When religion fails to enter into government dealings with foreign governments and embassies, the United States is seen as godless by foreign governments intertwined with religion.
-The success of American diplomacy in the next decade will not simply be measured by government-to-government contacts, but also by its ability to connect with the hundreds of millions of people throughout the world whose identity is defined by religion. This means that the United States government will need to move beyond traditional state-to-state relations to develop effective policies for engaging religious communities.‖ 46 -As America looks ahead, it is clear that religious actors will not only continue to present major challenges to our security, but also provide enormous opportunities to create new alliances and forge new paths to peace and prosperity in many troubled areas of the world.‖ 47 The world is now at the juncture where the United States can no longer ignore religion when configuring foreign policy.
AT THE ROOT OF CONFLICT
As Chaplain Causey learned, the middle easterners have long memories. They fail to ‗live and let live.' -All conflicts-whether personal, communal, or national-are fueled by memories of past wrongs. As fuel for conflict, any memory will do-accurate memory, completely fabricated memory, or as is mostly the case, distorted memory. Reconciliation will not happen, and any progress made toward reconciliation will be subverted, unless memories are healed.‖ 48 A broken agreement, land promised but sold to another, marrying outside an arrangement, etc.
cause deep seated anger, disappointment, and extreme sadness to mention but a few. Memories of disappointments, heartache, and loss prevent quick reconciliation usually adding fuel to the fire of conflict.
Grief and bereavement occur not only when a loved one dies, but also occurs when there has been a loss whether that loss is a goal, a dream, a position, an occupation, land or house, etc.
The rule of thumb for bereavement and grief is: if you dare to love, you will grieve. This human trait is further compounded by abnormal grief syndrome that occurs when bereavement is not allowed to heal but is thought to be held in check but never is. Often it is manifested with:
changes in relationships, social isolation, extreme anger, hostility, over activity without a sense of loss, illness, and wooden or formal conduct toward others masking extreme hostility.
Unattended grief and bereavement keeps the fire burning within individuals. The author of this paper firmly believes that grief and abnormal bereavement is generally the root of conflict.
Individuals are continually experiencing grief everyday of their lives to some degree. As anyone ages, more and more physical and some mental abilities begin to wane. In other words, individuals are always at some loss as the years pass. Most do not acknowledge any feelings of sorrow, grief, and hurt due to the human denial syndrome. Until healing occurs of deep seated bereavement and grief, reconciliation does not happen. Enabling individuals to grieve their secret history and begin to reconcile, the disarming will begin and individuals begin to live in peace. Religious liaison only begins to tap the tip of the secret history, but it is a start!
Strategic Religious Leader Liaison
Suppose that religious liaison occurs during peacetime. Since a good portion of the world is not secular but has politics and religion mixed, there will be some advantage in understanding other nations not only on the political arena but also at the grass roots. It be helpful to understand how people exist and possibly stop an uprising either as a civil or national war all in the name of peace and brotherhood. Would our leaders and commanders make better judgments 23 and decisions if more information were known? Could it be possible to better utilize -soft power‖ as opposed to military might?
The Army has 15 designated installations and the Marines have two stateside where military forces are projected to anywhere in the world in -response to crisis, contribute to deterrence, and to enhance regional stability.‖ 49 These installations (power projection platforms) will -be prioritized and resources to perform power projection functions together with designated strategic sea and aerial ports in support of national strategy.‖ 50 It is from these points that America's military can be anywhere in the world in minimal time complete with military personnel, equipment, supply, and a built-in means to replenish. Timing and speed are critical.
America shocks the world with this efficiency intended to shorten hostilities, limit resources, and preserve life. 
SME at State Partnership for Peace Program
The third leg of the Policy Projection Platform is found with the National Guard State Religion continues to keep differences at bay when complete opposites can speak heart to heart through facilitating avenues of faith. Liaison work is successful when religion was the facilitating language in the past and is currently being done in the present. With the threat of nuclear war devices and asymmetrical warfare, peace needs to be conveyed through the soft percent of the world believes in something greater than themselves. Religion is relevant to them because it provides a narrative framework for understanding the basics of the human condition, especially life and death.‖ 65 Religion to religion, cleric to cleric are words of love, grace, peace, and reconciliation.
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What is needed now is a more comprehensive integration-intellectually and institutionally-of religious freedom into the mainstream of U.S. foreign policy. This would not require new legislation so much as strategic vision and political will. Promotion of religious freedom should not be treated as special-interest humanitarian issue but rather should be integrated into U.S. democracy promotion, education of diplomatic and military personnel, counterterrorism and counterinsurgency strategy, public diplomacy, international law, and more. 66 The Policy Projection Platform is such ‗a United States democracy promotion' fulfilling the areas named immediately above that will avert conflict in the hope of peace projected forward.
As described in this brief study, the Policy Projection Platform also offers the means at each of the legs to begin understanding secret histories to defuse the root causes for conflict to maintain or attempt peace. An enemy does not need to remain an enemy.
